
Tiburce BLANCHY 

I am a 49-year-old French-Australian national and a proud member of 

APYAC since 2004. 

In the last 17 years I have seen the club transforms from an “after-

fishing” bar and pool-room, into a family friendly club in one of the best 

locations of Melbourne. 

My Australian wife and I reside in the Albert Park neighbourhood since we move here from 

London. Our 3 teenage children learnt to swim in the bay and grew up spending countless 

days at APYAC: eating a fish & chips after a hot day at the beach or taking in the 

beachscape on windy winter day. 

The club is a constant reminder of why we moved here; of all that we love about our 

Australian lifestyle and our local neighbourhood. 

I run my own Energy Advisory practice, and now the kids are older, I have more time to 

volunteer and contribute the next chapter of APYAC history. Early this year the committee 

asked me to take manage the content of the club’s website and its update (ongoing). As an 

energy specialist I was also able to renegotiate down the club’s electricity rates. 

It gave me valuable insight into the opportunities available to the club that can be further 

developed to serve the members and the local community, while preserving the core spirit of 

APYAC. 

I am a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and have a strong focus on 

good governance and best practice. I believe the club will benefit from having a diverse 

committee, made of grey hair and young blood, different cultures and backgrounds. It will 

inject vitality, generate new initiatives and support sound strategic decisions, while 

preserving the spirit of APYAC we all know and love. 

I am very excited by this opportunity to actively participate, service the club and engage with 

the members to relay their ideas and feedback. 

 

Barry Hayes 

I recently retired from the workforce and sold my Accounting and Financial 

Planning practice in Rowville. Together with my wife, Merrilyn, we located 

from Ferntree Gully and share our time between our home in Beaumaris 

and our property in Wandiligong. I have been a member of APYAC for over 

20 years and love the social ambience that the club provides. We have 3 

adult children, 2 of whom are members, and 5 grandchildren. 

Over the years, I have served on a number of club committees – primarily football clubs and 

diving clubs and feel I am well versed on the challenges clubs face, particularly in recent 

times. 

Volunteering on the APYAC’s Operations sub-committee in September 2020 certainly 

dusted off the retirement lethargy. I did not envisage the hours of work that was required to 

bring the membership and accounting records up to date using the club’s existing 

membership technology. My expectation was that I would be helping for a “few” hours per 

week. 



Working either from home, with the constant struggle to get remote access to the club’s 

server or onsite in the Club, I was putting in around 30 hours per work. These hours reduced 

when Rob and Amanda came on board. Notwithstanding the hours involved, I’ve gained 

useful insights into the issues directly effecting the members and just as importantly, into the 

back office administrative requirements of the Club to attain efficient and effective processes 

and procedures. 

My primary passion as a business owner was building efficiencies using up-to-date 

technologies to better all stakeholders’ experiences. The challenge was to overcome the 

adage - We’ve always done it this way. In my accounting practice, we benefitted & were 

awarded by putting that challenge into the background when building efficiencies. 

If elected, I look forward to working with the committee, continually exploring enhancements 

and opportunities for the ongoing benefit of all members.  

 

Chantal Meehan 

Having lived in the area since 2001, Chantal Meehan has been an 

active member of the community, especially focussed on fundraising 

and events coordination with Middle Park Primary School; and the 

local Port Melbourne Mariners Baseball Club. 

A dynamic and well-organised professional with close to 20 years’ 

experience in sales and business development, Chantal currently 

works full time as the Senior Finance & Insurance Specialist at City 

Mazda in South Melbourne.  

Chantal is currently servicing her 2nd year as a Vic Fisheries Women in Recreational Fishing 

leader; working with the Target 1 million goal to encourage recreational fishing.  She’s also a 

member of the current APYAC Angling Committee, and was instrumental in the organisation 

of our inaugural Albert Park Lake fishing day earlier this year.  Chantal’s key goal with 

APYAC is to encourage more members to enjoy fishing. 

 

Michelle Matthews 

Michelle Mattews is an APYAC member of more than 15 years. During 

this time she has worked at the club, volunteered for many events, 

been a part of the Committee as well as leading the Marketing 

Subcommittee. 

In 2020 she conducted the APYAC Membership Satisfaction Survey. 

The response was phenomenal and the result has provided much-needed insight into the 

demographic make-up of members as well as their feelings, opinions and ideas about the 

club. These in turn have helped guide many of the committee's decisions. She hopes to 

remains on the committee to continue this work. 

 


